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SUBJECT: COMMITTEE CONTROL: THE FINAL CHAPTER 
REF: LONDON 6810 

1 . THE FINAL INSTALLMENT OF THE CONFLICT OVER CONTROL OF 
STANDING COMMITTEES IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS WAS PLAYED 
OUT IN THE DAYS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING DEATH OF SELECTION 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN HUGH DELARGY (REFTEL). LEADER OF 
HOUSE MICHAEL FOOT QUICKLY TOOK CHARGE OF THE MATTER AND 
WAS ABLE TO REACH A SATISFACTORY COMPROMISE ARRANGEMENT 
WITH CONSERVATIVE SHADOW LEADER JOHN PEYTON. THEIR A- 
GREEMENT FOLLOWED THE COMPROMISE PROPOSAL ORIGINALLY SUG- 
GESTED BY TORIES: STANDING COMMITTEES WILL HAVE EVEN 
NUMBER OF MEMBERS AND REPRESENTATION WILL BE EVENLY DI- 
VIDED BETWEEN LABOR AND COMBINED OPPOSITION PARTIES; 
GOVERNMENT WILL BE ALLOWED TO NAME AT LEAST ONE MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEES FROM MINOR PARTIES. 

2. COMMENT: THIS COMPROMISE, WHILE LESSENING GOVERN- 
MENT'S ABILITY TO GUARANTEE CONTINUED CONTROL OF NEWLY 
APPOINTED COMMITTEES, SHOULD NOT DAMAGE ITS LEGISLATIVE 
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MEMBERS OF IDEOLOGICALLY DISPARATE MINOR PARTIES, IT 
SHOUID IN MOST CASES BE ABLE TO FIND AN MP WHO WILL SUP 
PORT GOVERNMENT POSITION. RESOLUTION OF THIS DISPUTE 
SHOULD CAUSE TORIES TO DISCONTINUE THEIR HARASSMENT 
TACTICS, THOUGH SOME BAD FEELING WILL UNDOUBTEDLY LINGER. 
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